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At recent meetings of thc various Uorkinc Groups on assessment of

the North Sea and west of the British Isles herring stocks it has become

clear that.thc system of catch reportage by means of the ICES areas.uscd

in Bulletin Statistique is of limitcd valuc for stock asscssment •. The

time available to the Uorking Groups has boon misuscd in that ::mmmariza

tion'of catch Irom national data sources into more useful area units has

hadto be made. This loss of time has seriously affected the work of

the Groups. In convcrsation betwecn membors of the tforking Groupsit

was felt.that a more uceful system of reportage of pelagic catches could

be devisod which would give the lforking Groups the data broken down in

thc form required, and that this might bc publishod in Statistical .

. Nmmletters.

Not all countries have available catch and effort data collection

systems which enable catches to be rcferred to the ICES statistical·rec

tangles. The best that can be provided are catches for larger

subdivisions of the standard ICES areas. Uniformity in this breakdown

would bo desirable.

At the 1959 ICES Council meeting a.rocommendntion waspassed calling

for the.,publicntion of past cntch and 'effort statistics by mean.fishing

.regions ':"' 'The "arons defincd are Sh01'ln in Figuro 1. Those areas are .very

~,~difföront;from' those used for·.German national statistics., (Fig. 2) and'

···jbdth.:are different from the system usod in tho recent North Sea Assess

ment Group ~ , ;

. ',' .i··Tho largo changes in loeation ofthe fisheries in tho northorn'

North Soa have been complctely hidden with the presentation as total

catches for area IVa. The Itorking Grcup on the lTostern herring stocks

also had to attempt further breakdoun of thc too large aroa VIa.

Figuro 3 shows tho aloas usod by these Vorking Groups.
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The purposo of this"papor is""to drmi thc,attention of the-Pelagic"

(Northorn) Committce to thc problem and to present an area reportage

system for discussion and modification by the Committee.

NORTH SEA STATISTICAL AREAS

For purposes of stock asscssmont thc Working Group found that it

was nccessary to divide area IVa along thc 20E meridian of longitude and

to present separately catches for th? areas east and west of this divid

ing line. This division conveniently showed the change in emphasis in

the fisheries of the northern North Sea.

However, since 1965 the proportion of catch taken west of Orkney

and Shotland has increased. In 1970 this fishory extendod even further

west, appreciablo quantities being taken liest of 4ov'T (tho North Sea

boundary). At the 1971 NEAFC meeting guidance was sought with regard

to the roalistic area boundary for North Sea herring conservation.

'The Assossment Group examined this quostion and concluded that it

appeared the fishcry exploitod the same stock (or stocks) both" east and
" 0west of the Shetlands and also \Test of 4. In 1970 the fisherytended

to bo contrcd on,4°W and thorc can bc no great dcgree of confidenco in

thc assignmentof" catches to areas IVa or VIa. Catches assigned to VIa

marginally west of 40U cannot be distinguished from catchcs in the

~linches or off north-wcstIrcland.

In order "to see the trend in the changes in thc area of the fishery

there is a rcquiremont for"a further breakdo\ffi of these areas. Tho

Working Group thought thore might bo some justification for moving the
oboundary for catch quotas wcstwards. A boundary has beon placed at 5 W

(Fig. 4) and thc eastern boundary is suggested" to follow the Orkney and

Shetland western coasts.

"Thc Committee might consider a further modification in which the

southern'boundary of IVb ismovod south to 53°. This modification would
" "

more or loss ensure thnt allcatches reported consisted of Downs stock.

In the(prescnt assessmcnts thc"total catch for arca IVc"is" assuniod to;be

of Downs origin and the Do~nsage distributions are appliod. In includ

ing thc sector botwoon 530 and 530 30 1 major spal'l'ning aroas af'Bank

herring are included. The improvemcnt relative to thc extra processing

might'be only marginal.
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lffiST OF THEBRITISH ISLES

Inexnmining the problem of further subdivision of urea Vlu con

siderution hasbecn takcn ofthe present situationund.the possib10

deve10pments in tbe ureu. Tho'Scottish fleet which has been the mujor

exploiter hus in the paGt opero.ted muinly uitbin the I·Iinch and south of

Barra. German, French und Dutcll fleets, in German stutistica1 urea F,

tended to work to thc north of st. Kildu and west cf thc Hcbrides. The

area to the north of thc Hebrides and eastwards to 40Wis the area into

which one might expect expansion by the purse-seine fleets. It wou1d be

useful to bc able to monitor such a dovclopmont.

Another urea of 1Dco1y dove1opment might be off Donegal. At proscnt

thc boundary botwoon Vlla and Vllb rosu1ts in horring from tho Donegal

fishcry being reported in two areas. A more usefu1 statistica1 unit

would resu1t by moving tho boundary south to 54°.

At the present thora appears no reason to maintuin thc boundary

betwcon Vllb and Vllj and 0. now region is suggostod.

As was pointed out in the Ce1tic Sea Herring Assessment Group the

north-eastern boundary of area Vllg is so placed that tho catches at

Dunmore are reportüd as coming from area VIla (thc Irish Sea), while

catches further lfost are reported in VIIg togothor with all other

national catches on this stock. Thc u1teration of the boundary as indi

cated in Figure 4 is suggasted. The alteration would mean that catches

reportcd from Vlla wou1d comprise main1y tho Is10 of Man fishery and 0.

numbor of other smal1 fisherios in tho centra1 Irish Sea •

REPORTAGE OF CATCH COr1POSITION

The series of areas described urc not intonded as areplacement of

the standard Bulletin Statistiquo areaG. They are intended to doscribc

fishcries for use by Assessment Groups. It is suggestod that thc data

are routinely FUb1ished in the ICES Statistica1 News1ettcrs. lTithin

oach of these areas thc quantity of the catchcs destined for direct

consumption und that for fish meal shou1d be indiented. IIhere possib10

age composition dnta shou1d be reported for tbese areas and separutely

for tho two main categorios of uso.

Juvenile hcrring catches might be reported using tbe Danish areas

for thc North Sea (Fig. 5).
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Thc Committec might further consider the extension of this or some

mOdified system of catch reportage to other pelagic species. With the

increase in purse-seining activity with respcct to mackerel it mightbe

appropriate to uso this system far reporting catches of this specics.
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Figura 1 Areas used for reportage of past-time herring statistics.
(Statistical Newsletter No. 11 A, 1961.)
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Figure 2 Chart shoving the German statistical rectangles tor tishing
areas.
Deaignations in brackets indicate that the areas cover
only part of the corresponding lCES divisions. The
northern boundaries of A and B2 are 62oN.
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Figure , Roman f'igures (as IV, VI and VII) reter to ICES statiB
tical areas. Areas F-F, are originally German statistical
areas. (From lCES Coop. Res. Rep. No. 21.)
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Fieure 4 Suggested boundaries of areas for reportage of pelagic
catches in Statistical Newaletters.
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Figure 5 statistical areas used for reportage of Danish industrial
herring catches.


